
1. How long have you been headteacher?
I have been headteacher now for 2 years and am just embarking on my 
third year. 

2. What has been your favourite school event in the last year?
I would say our recent Celebration Evening but also hearing about Y11 
experiences in Gambia and watching the Christmas House Challenges 
develop, for example, Austin House collection for the foodbank and Laing 
holding an Afternoon Tea for the community. 

3. What has been your proudest moment as a head?
There have been so many that I cannot narrow it down to one!

4. What is your favourite subject?
I am a mathematician, so it has to be Maths.

5. What did you want to be when you were little?
Like every young boy, a  footballer. 

6. What do you spend most of your time doing when in your o�  ce?
Paperwork, meetings and phone calls. 

7. Do you eat school dinners?
Yes I do. 

8. Which is your favourite?
Jacket potato, cheese and beans!

9. What is your favourite sport?
Football and rugby league. I am a season ticket holder at SAFC and Hull 
Kingston Rovers. 

10. Tell us something you want your pupils to know.
That I am human!
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FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS we have worked 
with The Box Youth Project to o� er students 
the opportunity to go to Gambia to 
experience the lifestyle and culture, but 
above all to make a di� erence. During the 
visits our students have helped to renovate 
schools, medical centres, a well and worked 
to collect containers full of things that 
will make life a little more comfortable for 
the people they meet. Several Farringdon 
sta�  have visited, along with Box Youth co-
ordinator, Denise.  Mr Waller accompanied 
the group on their trip in December.

Student, Chloe Littlemore told us, 
“throughout the stay we worked on painting 

the local schools, the one I worked on was 
� lled with mould and the paint was chipped, 
by the end it looked completely di� erent.”

“A tailor also made us Gambian clothes, I 
had a dress and a ‘bucket hat’. We went to the 
beach to see the mosque, such a beautiful 
building. Although it all may sound like a 
wonderful experience there were some very 
moving moments: seeing children with open 
wounds and the conditions they had to live 
in was extremely upsetting; working in the 
woman’s garden, although rewarding, made 
me see how much we take for granted.” 

Student Ben Lovestad continued, 
“personally I enjoyed Gambia most when 

we were out experiencing the culture. On 
the � rst day we went to a naming ceremony 
where we experienced � rst-hand what it’s 
like when a baby is born in a compound.”

“We also went on bike rides to Kartong, 
where a professional Gambian cyclist named 
Churno helped us. On another day we went 
to Abuko Nature Reserve, here we saw a 
range of animals native to Africa. Without 
doubt it is an experience that will remain 
with me for the rest of my life.”

By Chloe Littlemore and Ben 
Lovestad

WE HAVE RECENTLY UPDATED our uniform policy to allow girls to 
wear ties if they wish in order to support Equality and LGBTQIA+. The 
girls have embraced this change. Y10 girls were particularly happy as 
they have requested this change for some time.

One student, Scarlett said: “Gender is irrelevant” and she has 
incorporated her views into her GCSE Artwork. Student Megan said: 
‘I was one of the � rst girls to buy a tie as I wanted to support a friend 
and embrace equality’.  Also, Nell told us: “Wearing ties is important 
because it’s all about being equal.”

Besides all of this many of the girls who are now wearing ties have 
appreciated the move as in these winter months wearing one also 
keeps them warmer!

 By Ms Jill Reay

EACH HOUSE COMPLETED a Christmas Challenge for 
the good of their community. Austin took part in a Food 
Bank Advent Calendar Challenge where they brought 
in donations that were delivered to Sunderland Food 
Bank. Mrs Harris, HoH, said: “Thank you to all those who 
supported our Challenge. I am pleased to say that we 
have provided the equivalent of 60 meals for families 
in Sunderland who rely heavily on this organisation-
and a huge thank you to Bob Andrews who escorted 
the students in delivering the food.” Austin will carry on 
their link with the Food Bank this year. Other houses 
also brought in donations proving it is a cause we all 
feel strongly about. 

Another example of the House Challenges is Laing, 
who did an Afternoon Tea for older members of the 
community, including some relatives. Students made 
invites, food, organised entertainment and ran the af-
ternoon. A great time was had by all. 

By Ashton Blakelock

THE LEGO LEAGUE competed in the last heat of their 
competition just before Christmas. 

The team worked for a number of months designing 
then creating a robot which they took along to the 
competition. Sadly, they did not come � rst but did win 
one of the categories. Jessica, who took part told us: “we 
enjoyed working together and especially the visit to The 
Great North Museum, where the competition took place.  
We found it di�  cult but pushed ourselves through it, 
kept a smile on our faces and tried our hardest.” 

Well done the Lego League team, it is often a challenge 
working with students you don’t know, across di� erent 
year groups but the group has now become � rm friends.  
Mrs Summerly is setting up a new challenge ‘The Faraday 
Challenge’ which will take place later this month. Watch 
this space. 

By Jessica Stubbs

DID YOU KNOW THAT FARRINGDON has had its very 
own newsletter for 14 years? The � rst one was released 
in July 2006; it is, and always has been, a student led 
team supervised by Mrs Bird and Ms Hughes. We’ve 
seen many fantastic students come and go over the 
years and back in 2016 we had a 10-year reunion, which 
was a fabulous catch up. Our current team released 
an issue in January, which you can view on our school 
website: www.farringdonschool.co.uk.

The team are looking forward to March when they 
will take part in BBC Young Reporters Day where, with 
the help of Mr Duncanson, our web designer, they’ll 
produce a page in a day including a video news report. 

By Charlie Pearson

ONCE AGAIN, we celebrated student achievement in 
January with a lovely evening of award giving. Parents 
and their students receiving awards were invited 
to attend. After a welcome by Mrs McCrudden the 
rewards were as follows: 

• KS3 and KS4 Students with the most House Points 
• KS3 and KS4 Students with the most Student 

Awards 
• KS3 and KS4 Students with the most Excellence 

Through Endeavour Awards
• Head of House Award 
• Progress Leaders Award 
• Senior Leaders Award, before fi nal words from Mr 

Holder.
We look forward to these evenings as we are 

celebrating more than just academic achievement. 
Students may be rewarded for their involvement in 
school life, engagement, helpfulness, conduct and 
attendance. Well done to all our very worthy winners. 

By Anais Massey

ENGLISH HAVE BEEN BUSY in the last few 
months o� ering experiences for more 
active exam prep and revision to help 
students boost their grades in new ways.

Miss Stacey Reay, a teacher of English, 
who was recently awarded a Certi� cate of 
Excellence (Pearson Education Teaching 
Awards) was invited in to give our Y11 
students a talk on Macbeth and A Christmas 
Carol. Miss Reay regularly posts her videos 
online and students have watched them at 
home and in lessons, so it was like having a 
visiting celebrity – a real life YouTuber! The 
students who heard her speak said they 
found it a really, ‘valuable experience.’ 

Secondly, Poetry Live, for GCSE, is a series 
of annual events in venues across the UK 
where poets perform their poetry. The Y11’s 
who went to the event told us: “Meeting 
John Agard was a highlight! Further context 
and information about the poets was also 
bene� cial to broaden our understanding 
and therefore transfer it into our English 
Literature poetry unit.”

Finally, in November, students from 
both Y10 and Y11 were invited to attend 
a performance of Charles Dickens’ ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ in our school hall, the 
production was performed by Quantum 
Theatre Company. The cast consisted of 
just three people who played the role of 
multiple characters. The play was very well 
thought out, along with the Christmas 
Carols sung, making the audience get into 
the Christmas spirit.  

One of the Y11’s told us: “A Christmas 
Carol was a very enjoyable experience and 
really helped me to recall each event that 
took place in the novella. I was incredibly 
impressed that 3 people could play so many 
roles. I would de� nitely watch it again.” 

The good news is, Quantum Theatre will 
be gracing our school stage once more at 
the end of this month with a performance 
of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. 

By Amy Storey 

TAKING PART IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES can 
help students make new friends and take part in new 
experiences. 

At Farringdon we o� er a wide array of after 
school clubs there is something for everyone from 
basketball to code breaking; crafting to Disney 
- they are mostly lead teachers and some other 
members of sta� , even some students get involved. 
One example is ‘How to survive a zombie apocalypse’ 
club. Members have been hard at work building a fort 
and defences to keep out zombies. 

There is even technology inside of the fort 
for protection! Miss Birkett runs this club.
Another example is Japanese Club; students have been 
learning a few basics to communicating. 

On the day we visited the club were trying was 
vegetable, chicken and � sh sushi. 

The atmosphere was buzzing, they obviously 
enjoyed it as there was none left at the end. Miss 
Marshall runs this club.

By Joseph Jackson

A range of after school activities – something for everyone


