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Still all going on—despite our bubbles! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FARRINGDON 
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A warm welcome and a happy 2021 

Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter for 2021—we hope that this newsletter is a good reminder that 
despite all of the changes and restrictions we are still working with, there are so many positive things still tak-
ing place in our school community.  

We wish you well and hope you enjoy the read. Mrs Bird and the news team. 

Happy New Year Farringdon 



 

Unfortunately, at the moment due the our bubbles the full news team can’t meet, however, 4 of the Y9 stu-
dents and the lovely Charlie P, Y8, worked together to produce what you see.  

Happy New Year—and because its New Year, here are our resolutions: 

Ashton Blakelock, Y9 —cook more savory items  

Callum Hayden, Y9 —make more friends and become  
more active.  

Ellie-Mae Stuart, Y9 —to achieve more in lessons  

Jessica Stubbs, Y9 —find and look after more chickens 

Charlie Pearson, Y8 —try to save money 

Ms Hughes—resolution—to not make resolutions I won’t 
keep!  

Mrs Bird—get healthier (always my resolution—I have yet to succeed!)  

Mrs Conroy—take every good opportunity that comes up after such a tough year.  
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Meet the news team 

If you’d like to be part of news team … 

To apply write an article of approx. 200 
words on something positive about Far-
ringdon. 

Pass it onto Mrs Bird or Ms Hughes.  

The next news team days are in March, 
we’re also hoping to make some video 
news and maybe also Podcasts then. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  
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Covid Challenges 

Callum Hayden 

English: This term has been a busy but exciting one for the English De-

partment! One big challenge has been not talking too loud when we are wear-
ing our headsets! You know how much we love to talk! Also managing to move 
from place to place with all of our resources- we don't travel light.  

A piece of good news that we have is that we have been working hard to en-
courage our students to read for pleasure. All of our Y7 students now have 
their Book Buzz book to enjoy during their reading time and for when they read 
at home. Our Y7 and Y8 students have also created some beautiful reading 

trees to share their recommended reads. We are so proud of how positive the students have been about read-
ing- even when picking up a book is not always their first choice! To see our students reading different books 
and talking about reading makes us very proud.  

We hope that our updated staff photographs don't show how much 2020 has pushed 
us out of our comfort zones more than we could have ever imagined- hello grey 
hairs! However, this year has taught us so much about ourselves, our teaching styles 
and encouraged us to work in ways that we never would have imagined. Thank you 
to all of our students for showing their maturity, support and allowing us to keep do-
ing what we love, whether it's when we work through a computer, headset or to do 
what we do best and work in our classrooms with our lovely students.  

We asked each department to tell us a little about how they’ve coped with the challenges that this school year 
has brought so far; things that they have coped well with, difficulties and what they are looking forward to.  

Maths: This term has been quite challenging for Maths. Teaching in classrooms around 

the school and adapting to the new routines was quite difficult to do but, as ever, we have 
shown our resilience and are now in the swing of two-hour lessons and knowing exactly 
where we should be. We all now know exactly how Y7 feel when they have new places to 
be!  One big challenge has been teaching the students via Teams who have been isolating, 
as well as the class in front of us. 

Two pieces of good news that we have is Miss Charters became engaged in 
October and has already booked her wedding for the summer of 2022, where 
she will become Mrs Craig. We are all very excited for her and her future hus-
band. Also, Miss Kelsey leaves us in January to have her first baby. We look 
forward to welcoming the safe arrival and cannot wait to meet her. We all 
wish her a safe delivery and we hope she enjoys the next few months of being 
a new mum. 

We hope that you all enjoyed Christmas, it has been very different for us all 
this year, but hope you have had a safe but wonderful time with your families and those you love the most. 
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Callum Hayden 
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Humanities: This term has been a huge challenge for the Humani-

ties Department. One big challenge has been teaching all around the 
school in lots of different classrooms. 

A piece of good news that we have is Miss Stockton returns from materni-
ty leave in January. We want to thank Mrs Todd for all her work in the Hu-
manities Department while Miss Stockton has been on maternity leave.  
We also hope that Miss Bunker continues to enjoy her placement with us 
next term. 

And even though its January now we hope you had a ‘Merry Christmas 'ya 
filthy animals' (Guess Mr Embleton's favourite Christmas Film!) 

Media: Challenges since September have included moving from room to room; hav-

ing new year groups doing Media (Y7 haven't done Media before) and also different staff 
delivering it and being able to support them.  

Students have adapted well, it must be very frustrating staying in the 
same block all the time and poor Y7 have barely seen the rest of the 
school at all yet!  

Good news, a lovely story that appeared in Sunderland Echo from an ex-pupil who did Me-
dia, a lockdown film based on keeping in touch with his gran. Read about this in the news-

letter. Best wishes to you all. Hope 2021 is a good year for you.  

Science: One big challenge for the Science Department has been teaching a practical ‘hands on’ subject 

without the ability to perform experiments. We have been challenged to use our imagination to teach con-
cepts that we would normally be able to show. 

Our good news is that we have two fantastic new members of the team. Miss Purvis and Mrs Kantak. We 
have loved working alongside them and welcoming them to the Farringdon Science Team. 

We hope that our students have enjoyed the different approach to Science this year, a huge congratulations 
to them for their resilience and dedication to their studies. 



Callum Hayden 

P.E.: This term has been very different for the PE Department. 

One big challenge has been doing PE, initially with NO equipment 
and outdoors. PE has looked very different, all groups have focused 
on fitness which has been beneficial following lockdown.  

A piece of good news that we have is our newly refurbished pool is 
now open and safe for students to use. We hope that the pandemic 
has taught us the value of being physically active and the im-
portance and benefits of leading a healthy active lifestyle.  
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Creative Arts: This term has been very different for the Creative 

Arts Department and new ways have been found to teach the Arts in the 
best way possible. One big challenge has been trying to teach practical sub-
jects with the current classroom restrictions and the year group bubbles. 

A piece of good news that we cannot wait for all the after-school clubs to 
restart and to bring out the creative side and celebrate all the wonderful 
work we have seen during this time. We hope that we can build on the de-
partment's successes with more students. 

The ASP: This term has been a rollercoaster ride for the ASP, with everyone getting 

used to the new leadership team, and coping with staff and students having to isolate, 
alongside all of our students making us proud by showing great resilience and strength of 
character in these strange times. One big challenge has been getting used to attending les-
sons in the bubbles and not being able to use the specialist rooms in the ASP. 

A piece of good news that we have is that all of our Y7 students have settled in well and are 
enjoying being part of a great Y7 cohort at Farringdon. We hope that everyone has a 
healthy and happy Christmas and that we can welcome back all of our students and staff 
for a smoother ride in 2021! 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted entries for our new name competition. We have 
a few changes on the way so are keeping the big reveal until after Christmas - watch this space… 



Callum Hayden 
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MFL: This term has been a mixture of emotions in MFL. It was great to see pupils again in person after the 

long lock down followed by the summer holidays, but it was also challenging to ensure that pupils had the 
best experience possible despite all the Covid restrictions.  

One big challenge we faced was the fact that both teachers in the Department missed school due to the virus 
and this was a difficult time for all concerned. There have been many positives however, with pupils working 
hard to produce good work. Speaking with pupils about their feelings around Covid it was encouraging to 
hear stories of how it has brought their families closer and how neighbours have supported each other. We 
hope that normality returns soon but in the meantime that everyone continues to support one another and 
aims to remain positive. Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2021.  

Technology: This term has been  inter-

esting for the Technology department. One big 
challenge for Food Technology has been that 
most year groups have been unable to access 
the food technology rooms which has meant 
that they have not been able to practically 
demonstrate the theory knowledge we have 
been covering this term. Design Technology 
classes have also been without workshops and 
this has meant that we have had to come up 
with new ways of teaching the practical aspects of the subject.   
  

Some good news from Food Technology is that we have managed to create a secure 
timeslot during which Y11 can access D16 and D17 in order to develop their technical 
skills in advance of their NEA next term. Further good news from Design Technology is 
that students have been learning how to use Computer Aided Design and so far, the 
results have been great! Next term we are hoping to welcome back our Y9’s and intro-
duce our Y7’s to the workshops.  
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As well as getting their mock exam results on 
Tues 15th December Y11 also began focusing on 
their Record of Achievements and Personal State-
ments. These are essential when applying for col-
lege, apprenticeships and even part time employ-
ment. They were asked to think about evidence 
which would show their independence, motiva-
tion, confidence and ability to be a good citizen.  
Students know if they hand in their statements by 
the end of Jan, they will be given a supporting 
statement/reference from their progress leaders.  
 
Students were shown a top 20 list of questions 
that they might be asked during a job interview 
and asked to think about personal skills they may 
have developed such as  leadership, trustworthi-
ness, time keeping, problem solving—even kind-
ness and empathy.  
 
A bit of fun—two Results Day Elves had done a 
prize draw and  gave spot prizes to the lucky win-
ners. When the results were given there was joy, 
disappointment, and tears as well as lots of mo-
ments of stark realisation. Hopefully, Y11 will take 
stock and rise to the challenge. 

Y11 Mock Results 
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A Christmas Carol  

On the final Weds afternoon of term, students in Y10 and 11 watched a live stream performance of ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ from The Old Vic Theatre in London, starring Andrew Lincoln. It has been a strange year for theatres and 
at least we were able to enjoy watching this stage version of Charles Dickens’ famous tale. GCSE English Litera-
ture students up and down the country study this as part of their English course. 
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PD in the Curriculum  
In registration we follow a programme of personal development—it centres around LORIC skills—this stands 
for Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Independence and Communication—all skills needed for lifelong suc-
cess.  Other areas covered include internet safety, road safety awareness and alcohol awareness. 

Students were encouraged to get more involved in school life e.g. student council, a writing competition and 
designing a school Christmas card.  For Y10 & 11 they also talked about World Aids Day and everyone explored 
British Values, Tolerance and Equality.  We also discussed charity and each house focused on bringing things in 
for the foodbank. Read more about this in the newsletter.  

Humanities Rewards 
Each term Humanities hold a raffle draw to celebrate the positive behaviour, attitude, effort and progress 
that pupils have demonstrated in their humanities lessons. Pupils are rewarded raffle tickets throughout the 
term and then there is a draw where pupils can win a ten pound voucher for the Bridges Winners for this 
term are: 
Ks3- Eve Routledge Y7 
         Jacob Kay Y8 
         Holly Hill Y8 
Ks4 - Sophie Clarke Y10 
        Emma Eastick. Y11 
        Freya Robinson. Y11 
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Please see this link for more information on our latest STEM competition— 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD5ii4gaXVo&feature=youtu.be  
Ms Patterson from Science is in charge of organising entries so if you have any questions please see her. 

STEM Competition 

After researching the effect AI could have on the music in-
dustry, our musical Y8 students worked on coding a Christ-
mas Concert with @microbit_edu, in response to 
@SSOrchestra1 recording of Sleigh Ride! 

Coding Concert 

This year our Christmas card competition was organ-
ised and judged by our wonderful PGCE Art teacher, 
Miss Robinson.  Huge congratulations to our very cre-
ative and talented Y10 student, Sophia Richardson. 
Her winning entry was brilliantly designed and cap-
tured the spirit of a fun Christmas.  Well done Sophia. 

Card Design Winner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD5ii4gaXVo&feature=youtu.be
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Festive Food Bank 
We took 50 bags of food to Bethany City Church, Bede Tower and they were absolutely over the 
moon.  Daniel, their Youth Pastor, said that since the start of the Covid Lockdown they have issued over 2000 
food parcels to those in need in the Sunderland area.  Daniel is going to write something for us to put on Face-
book and the school website.  He has also asked if in the future we would like to get some students involved 
in putting together some food parcels as it helps them to see the end product to the student’s generosity. 
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St Chad’s News 
An Unusual Year 

For the church this year, as for everyone else, 
Christmas was very different, but was still a 
good one. Usually, we have a Christmas Eve 
carol service with up to 400 or 500 people in 
church, but of course that wasn’t possible this 
year due to Covid restrictions.  

However, we did offer four different Christ-
mas services, with limited numbers allowed at 
each, and a total of about 100 people were 
still able to come, spread between the four 
services.  Still a good, though very different, 
celebration!   

We still raised over £3,000 for our two Christ-
mas charities, too, despite the lower numbers. Also, we sadly couldn’t welcome the usual schools’ carol ser-
vices (including Farra Y7), but East Herrington Primary Academy still brought up the decorations they’d made 
for us. 

Last Christmas ... 
It was also the last Christmas here for the Vicar of St Chad’s, the Revd Jeremy Chadd, as he will retire at East-

er, after 33 years in the parish. He was sad that it couldn’t be as busy a Christmas as usual. He told us one of 

the things he will most miss about being at St Chad’s is his work with the schools in the parish, at Farringdon 

Community Academy, Farringdon Academy, and East Herrington Primary Academy.  ‘It’s been great to work 

with all the schools, and the incredible children in them: I always really enjoy it, and will miss them hugely’, 

he says.  We wish him the best of luck in the future and we’ll tell you more about his retirement plans in our 

next issue.  

We send our best wishes  
We know that over Christmas the Box Youth Project have worked tire-
lessly to support the community, for example, delivering hot food to el-
derly residents, delivering gift packs, distributing ‘free food’ donated by 
Morrison's, giving good TV recommendations for families, panto activity 
packs and even delivering video messages from Santa!  

Although due to uncertainty at the time of publication they were unable 
to give us their usual news we just wanted to let them know—we think 
you are amazing! 
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Y7 Christmas Lunch 
On Thurs 10th December Y7 had a festive lunch—here are a few photos. A massive thank you to the staff. 



Dawn Green, ASP – I have found my first term thoroughly enjoya-
ble and rewarding – having been working with apprentices for the 
last couple of years I feel very lucky to be back in a school – it feels 
like coming home.    
Definitely my biggest challenge is the current ‘bubble’ re-
strictions.  Building relationships with students and staff has been 
more difficult and not being able to welcome people into the ASP is 
frustrating but I’ve really enjoyed getting to know our students and 
being part of a great staff team at Farringdon 
This year, I’m looking forward to working with our amazing stu-
dents and staff to make Farringdon as autism-friendly an environ-
ment as we possibly can. Over Christmas I’m looking forward to 
meeting family and moving to a new house – closer to school so I 
don’t have to get up so early!  

A whole term already? 
Just before Christmas we asked the staff who joined us in September how they felt as they 
reached the end of their first term … and not your ordinary first term either! 

Gwen Wall, ASP - I’ve really enjoyed the first term at Farringdon. It 
has been amazing meeting all of the different year groups and staff 
and it seems each week I still meet someone new! 
The biggest challenge for me is finding my way around the school, it’s 
so huge! 
Next year I’m looking forward to the different topics to teach in Crea-
tive, Media and English and over Christmas I will be relaxing with my 
family, enjoying Christmas food and hopefully some snow to sledge 
in! 

Lauren Purvis, Science - It’s been a hectic first term, but we’ve sur-

vived it! The most challenging part has definitely been getting used 

to COVID life and routines inside and out of school.  

I’ve loved getting to know the students and going from reading 

class names on a spreadsheet at the beginning of the year, to now 

knowing the personalities and interests of the students.  

I’m looking forward to establishing my role more here at Farring-

don and hopefully organise some after-school activities next year. 
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Ranjani Kantak, Science  – My first term at Farringdon has 
been great with plenty of support from the science depart-
ment and friendly teachers at the Academy. The start of the 
new term has been challenging trying to juggle everything 
while supporting pupils both at home and in school. I must 
say I have realised how much I actually enjoy teaching even 
though the weeks have been tough. I am happy to be a part 
of the teaching community and look forward to what this 
term holds. 

Gemma Hawley, ERPE - Despite  the circumstances, I have actually 
LOVED settling into Farringdon Community Academy!  initially I found it 
all crazy and confusing but once I got used to the new school day, the 
rooms and the operations of FCA I have loved being here and apart of 
the community. My biggest challenge has got to be my COVID timeta-
ble and moving around school not able to access students I need to 
access.  
Apart from the amazing staff making me feel welcome I have loved 
building relationships with the students at FCA they truly are unique.  
Next year I am looking forward to continuing the building of relation-
ships and getting EPRE into the options and Y9s choosing EPRE....  Over 
Christmas I am truly looking forward to having some much-needed 
family time and Christmas dinner...  Merry Christmas everyone x   

Also thank you to: 

Mrs Todd, who has been covering in Humanities and will be with us until February half term. 

Ms Dodsworth who is in Science and will be with us until at least Easter. 

Ms Massingham who is covering a maternity in Maths.  

John Jordan, Technician - The first term has been really busy 
initially trying to organise the "saw room" where the materials 
are prepared and then getting everything ready for the classes 
as they are needed. 
The biggest challenge is probably finding my way around the 
school and trying to get to know and even recognise staff be-
hind the masks! I’m looking forward to hopefully working with 
some classes in the workshops soon. 



Student Council  

Who is in the Student 
Council? 
Y7 

Lily Routledge 

Amelia-Mae Coundon 

Sophie Sandersfield 

Ruby Langley 

Ethan Baxter 

Y8 

Emily Banks 

Shannon Wyatt 

Anais Massey 

  Anthony Bainbridge 

  Rhys Rutherford 

 Y9 

  Ellie-Mae Stuart  

  Christina Long 

Callum Hayden 

Y10 

Sophia Richardson 

Jack Mills 

Lewis Cowdell 

Deyanna Robinson 

Thomas Mack 

What is the Student Council? 
The student council is a group of up to five students 
from each year group (Y7-10) who address issues 
within their year group. 

The council has only recently been set up, but we 
hope to run charity events in school and drive posi-
tive change in Farringdon. 

Our group is run by Mrs Ovington who says, ‘what a 
fantastic start we have had for the Student Council. A 
great group of young people who are all willing to 
speak up and share their thoughts. One young man, 
in particular, Callum Hayden, has really taken a lead 
sharing info and links. ‘ 

‘It has also been a real challenge getting started as 
we’ve not all been able to meet in person, but have 
done our discussions via Teams. I look forward to 
continuing to work with the team, hopefully in person 
soon too.’ 

What do we focus on? 

We focus on all issues in Farra, including Bully-
ing and Y7 has already been working on some 
things—see their poster designs on the next 
few pages.  
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Callum Hayden 

Mrs Ovington, in charge of Student Council  



Anti-bullying [Y7 induction] 

One lesson per week Y7 are following the Y7 Induction Programme. Unit 1 was all about high standards 
and expectations at FCA. All students in Y7 have produced their own conduct contract. The current unit is 
about accepting and respecting others, some of their poster designs are pictured.    
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Callum Hayden 
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Callum Hayden 
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Callum Hayden 
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Callum Hayden 



Class Charts/Teams 

Whilst we are all staying safe and trying to get back to school, some students may need to stay at home and 
they will then need to access their education. For them to achieve this, we have given them the ability to do 
so through the apps: Class Charts and Microsoft Teams. Through these apps, the students can join in the class 
via calls or they can hand their work in through Teams and Class Charts. 

Microsoft Teams is an app that allows users to see all of their assign-
ments, hand them in, join or make calls and check all of their Teams 
that groups to chat with others. Students can see all of their assign-
ments by clicking/tapping the assignments tab at the bottom of the 
screen and all of their uncompleted tasks. This tab also gives them 
the ability to see further into their assignments and also hand in their 
work. To do this, they just press on the assignment that they wish to 
see and/or hand in. As well as this, they can check all of their Teams 
and chat by opening the teams tab- also at the bottom of the screen- 
then clicking on the team that they wish to see. From checking their 
Teams, they can start or join calls by tapping the phone button at the 
top-right of then screen or the notification. 

Students and parents can check their achievements and  behav-
iour points, check homework and contact teachers via a mes-
sage (on the app). They can check their achievement / behav-
iour points by tapping the behaviour tab at the top of the 
screen. The points are presented in a pie chart that can be fil-
tered by a certain time period and underneath the chart is 
where / when the points were earned. They can check the de-
tails of homework by tapping the homework button at the top 
of the screen. The other thing that users can contact teachers 
by accessing the messages section and selecting the teacher 
that they wish to speak to. Another feature is checking deten-
tions and attendance by opening their respected tabs. Attend-
ance can also be featured. 

We all hope that this has helped anyone who has struggled or been unsure of 
how to access and hand in work. 
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Charlie Pearson 



Lets Get Farra Reading 
Farringdon Community Academy is trying to get all students to read more. People don’t think about how 
much reading can affect your life, reading occurs in so many everyday tasks. It can also have a massive effect 
on your GCSE results by helping you to understand and answer questions. 

 

Please meet Farring-
don Community Acad-
emy's Reading Ambas-
sadors...   

Our Reading Ambassa-
dors are here to pro-
mote reading across 
the Academy. They all 
have a love of reading 
and an enthusiasm for 
getting more people to 
read.  

Their role will involve 
promoting reading in 
Y7 and Y8, helping run 
our mobile Library and 
other reading initia-
tives that will arise 
throughout the year.  

If you have any ideas 
on how we can pro-
mote reading across 
our Academy, please 
let one of our Ambas-
sadors know. 

Our Y7 and Y8 Reading Ambassadors 

Keep reading to find out more about ‘lets get Farra read-
ing’. 

By Jessica Stubbs 
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In English, Y7 students put their favourite books onto a ‘Reading Tree ‘ to encourage others to read something 
new. 
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Reading Trees  

By Jessica Stubbs 



 

 

 Reading Corner  
Over in C Block in the Provision, Mrs Wall has set up a reading corner. Students are encouraged to get com-
fy with a book and read for enjoyment. Some people don’t realise how much they love reading till they try 
it. A favourite quote – ‘if you read you will visit many worlds and live many lives without leaving your chair’. 
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By Jessica Stubbs 



 

Ross MacKenzie 
Northern Children’s Book Festival 

NCBF was started in 1983 by a 
small group of enthusiastic librari-
ans who wanted to bring the won-
der of children’s literature to as 
many children as possible. Over 
the years, and with their support, 
the festival has grown from two 
days to two weeks full of opportu-
nities for children and families to 
engage with authors, illustrators 
and story tellers. 

Over the last 32 years, hundreds 
of schools across the North East 
have taken part in NCBF.  Each 
year, there is a full two week pro-
gramme of visits and activi-
ties for schools with authors and 
illustrators, many of national and 
international renown. Authors and 
illustrators visit schools, or library 
services bring schools into the li-
braries so the children get an op-
portunity to take part in an inter-
active session. 

This year, due to Covid19, we 
weren’t able to have an author 
visit our school, so a live YouTube 
event was set up so we could still 
take part. 

 

Word of the week  
Each week English teacher Miss New-
some gives out a WOTW.  

Every Monday in registration every-
one looks at the word, discusses it, 
sometimes watches a film clip linked 
to it. The idea behind this is that we 
increase our vocabulary one words at 
a time.   
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So our Y8’s got to ‘digitally’ 
meet award winning author 
Ross MacKenzie.  One of the 
students told us—‘Ross 
talked to us about his life 
from being young and his 
passion for books and 
writing.  Some of the work-
shop focussed on his latest 
book ‘Evernight’ and we got 
the chance to buy a signed 
copy!’ It was a great experi-
ence—another Zoom victory.  

By Jessica Stubbs 



 

 

Book Buzz 

In Farringdon BookbBzz happens every year. When the new Y7s join 
us they get a selection of books and get to pick one. This is led by 
our library teacher Ms Hughes. This BookBuzz tradition is to help 
our students to read more and its also a real treat to receive a shiny 
new book to keep.  
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By Jessica Stubbs 
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By Jessica Stubbs 

Our Pupil Librarians have received their Certificates of Achievement this term. We congratulate them on their 
commitment to the role and the contribution they have made to their school. Each and every one of them are 
an absolute credit to us, well done everyone. 

Try Jessica’s 
Wordsearch —  

good luck! 

Pupil Librarians 



 

 

Here are some jobs we 
have learnt about: 

At Farringdon we’ve talking about future job op-
tions during tutor time in Y9. We’ve watched vid-
eos and discussed many options and career paths 
that we might follow. We have learnt about a va-
riety of jobs via videos, photos and talking about 
numerous careers. We hope everyone knows the 
value of good grades opening doors to them to 
reach their ‘dream job’. 

Year 9 careers 

Here is one of the jobs we learnt 
about. A career in Education. We 
learnt what we need to get ( A-Levels). 
It was kind fun learning about the skills 
we need and the expectations. They 
give you all the information you need 
and they keep you on the right track. 
Also they make the jobs look exciting. 

By Ashton Blakelock 
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The next career is a type of thing you could do. 
Its an apprenticeship. It’s a system of new 
trainees (next generation) practicing with on-
the-job training. Some of the jobs you get sala-
ry , you learn what you need to do and practice 
for (exams.) 

The next job is about going into 
retail Industry. They are a lot of 
different jobs you can do. Retail 
is one of the biggest industries. 
People think it is just on a till but 
there are many different options. 
Here are some examples cashier, 
customer service and shop man-
ager, buyer, product develop-
ment. Did you know 58:42 wom-
en and men (almost a third) or 
under the age of 25years old. 

By Ashton Blakelock 
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Retail? 

Apprentiship? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some quote from the news team what they want to do: 

Callum Hayden — A job to do with Media e.g. Media teacher. 

Jessica Stubbs — would like to own her own store that does hair, 
fashion and beauty. 

Ellie-Mae Stuart — would like to be a paediatric nurse. 

Me — I’d like to work in catering. 

 

I've planned out. When I leave Farringdon (a really good school) I 
want to get a apprentiship (at Starbucks) just to get me started 
and I will also be preparing (revising) to get my level 3 diploma in 
professional cooking. Then I hope to work in a posh bar/
restaurant to get my on my feet. After that I want to open my own 
restaurant, then a chain of restaurants round the country and 
then the world. And did you know once you have poured one 
drink of alcohol you can pour one anywhere as long as you have a 
liquor licence? 

What job do you want to do? 

By Ashton  

Blakelock 
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What is EPRE? 
FARRA NEWS JANUARY 2021 

Jobs you can do with EPRE 

• Chaplain 

• Civil Service Administrator 

• Charity fundraiser 

• Counsellor 

• Community development worker 

• Mediator 

• International aid / development worker 

• Newspaper journalist 

• Police officer 

• Youth worker        

• Higher education 
lecturer 

• School teacher 

• Advice worker 

I interviewed Ms Hawley about the change in the name for R.E. EPRE means Eth-
ics, Philosophy and Religion.  Ethics is what is right and wrong, philosophy is the 
WHY we do things and religion covers religious and non-religious opinion. 

Why is it important? 

EPRE is important as it gives us an awareness and helps our understanding of our 
community and the wider world around us.  EPRE helps us look at our own beliefs 
as well as looking at alternative beliefs.  It gives us an overview of what values are 
important and why giving an understanding of why people hold different beliefs 
to us and why.  It helps us answer The Big Questions in life looking at philoso-
phers from hundreds of years ago as well as making moral decisions. 

What are some of the topics we do? 

We cover a whole range of topics from The Island and being on an adventure incorporating people from all 
walks of life but being able to live together in one place building a community.  Cover crime and why people 
may commit crime, who is Jesus Christ as well as why there's evil and suffering in the world. 

Why do we learn about these topics? 

This is to give us an understanding of what happens in the community and world.  By understanding different 
people and their beliefs it allows us to live more harmonious having a more understanding community.   It also 
gives us a chance to look at inspirational people and their impact to our society.  Also gives us that educational 
backing to challenge people who may want to destroy our society. 

Ms Hawley—EPRE 

A student viewpoint from Jessica Stubbs 

Jessica likes the subject as she thinks you get a viewpoint of 
things you don't really get asked. She says she would consider it 
as an option and likes it because she thinks its fun but also 
thinks it is really serious. 

At first Jessica says she didn’t quite fully know what EPRE stood 
for (Ethics, Philosophy and Religious Education) but now thanks 
to the brilliant , Ms Hawley she completely does!  

Ashton Blakelock 
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This half-term we have been doing lots of fun stuff in school. For example, we’ve learned a lot 
about space and have even made our own non-chronological reports on our own planets. 
We’ve really enjoyed doing art too, looking at L.S. Lowry and painting in the style of him.  

Christmas this year has been the weirdest one so far. Over the last couple 
of weeks, we did our own parts for the Christmas nativity. Each class had 
different jobs to do to go onto a video for the whole school. I was chosen 
with some people in our class to do the singing. The week before, we 
made some candles in Y5 to hang outside of our classroom and every 
class had a different symbol to make to hang throughout the school. 

I am really looking forward to the last day which is our Christmas party 
day. Although it will be in class in our bubble, we are still going to have 
music and games.  Jaime Evans, Year 5 

I have really enjoyed our space topic in year five and have learned 
lots of facts. Did you know that Jupiter has 79 moons and Venus has 
none? We have been doing loads of fun things in the lead up to 
Christmas. It has been fun making Rudolph-themed Christmas cards 
out of brown card and different green strips of card.  

We also had a Zoom visit from Sibeal 
Pounder, the author of ‘Tinsel’ which we 
have been reading in class. She talked to 
us about the story and we were able to 
ask a real author some questions about 
writing.     

Ronnie Earles, Year 5 

We received some news from two of our primaries this time, 
we’d like to thank them for getting involved, especially when 
we know they will have had so many things to do. Thanks to 
Mr Crawley for his help and to the fantastic Jaime and Ronnie 
from Y5.  

What a term its been! 

Planets and Zoom Calls 
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Y5 told us a little about how they found isolation lessons from 
home. It is something we have all had to get used to this year be-
cause of Covid. It has been a very different way of learning.  

Live Lessons  
Over the 2 weeks of online learning I found it very 
different after being used to being in a classroom. 

Soon though I got used to it and my favorite on line lesson is guided reading.  

On a morning we would do registration and check others were in. In the afternoon 
we would do a live lesson either English, Maths, PE or Music. We followed a time-
table.  

On Teams we learnt how to use the chat in each live lesson. We kept ourselves on 
mute because of background noise but raised out hand if we wanted to ask a question. 

            VR Hands Up! 
In Y5 we had to do out work in isolation which had its ups and downs. For ex-
ample it was nice to be relaxing at home but what if you had no wi-fi connec-
tion? What would you do then? 

We worked on computers, phones, laptops and i-pads. We had to put up our 
VR hand as our teacher, Miss Brookes. Could not see us all on the screen! 

Writing big pieces could be hard but instead of writing on paper we were 
writing online.  

PE on camera  
When we were in isolation we had to join a meeting everyday. Every Monday we had to do PE  which was 
hard because we had to do skip dancing on camera and 
we had to talk too. Every day we did Maths, which was 
pretty fun. We also had to put up our virtual hands be-
cause Miss Brooks couldn't see everyone's camera.  

Working from home was hard because out parents and 
guardians were working too. We had a break at 10.20 for 
snack and to get ready for out next assignment, like 
Maths, English or PE. I felt good about this but it was 
good to come back to school because it was Christmas.  

 

          Isolation Experiences  
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To make a Viking pouch we had to use a long rectangular piece of 
felt to make it strong and untearable. We used running stitch and 
backstitch. Our letter was attached using basic running stitch, we 
did the seam using backstitch and then made the pouch. My 
pouch was light blue and my letter green. This was fun, I’d like to 
do it again. 

————————————————- 

In Y5 we have been making Viking pouches. We started off designing a letter  and labelling 
the different types of stitching methods. We then moved onto actively practicing out stitch-
ing on a template. After we mastered this we leant different techniques like running stitch 
and back stitch. We needed both techniques to do the pouch. This took about a week. On 
Wednesday we began stitching, my letter was letter ‘L’ on purple felt. When everyone was 
finished with the letters we stitched down both sides and that is how you make a Viking 
pouch.  

—————————————————- 

In Y5 we have been making Viking pouches. First we chose out letters, I chose ‘D’, then we 
drew out our designs and chose out felt and string. The next day we started practicing our 
sewing on a template—we all did well.  The next day we all started sewing and all sewed on 
our letters. Then we sewed our pouches together by using backstitch, that is how we made our 
pouches.  

Viking pouches and sagas 
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When we were writing our Viking saga we wrote about a boy called, Bjorn who 
wanted to be a warrior so took on the challenge. On Showbie we planned our saga 
then wrote it. We redrafted it when we got back to school. 



Emotional Tribute 
We all know the famous Christmas John Lewis 
advert that comes out each year, and how popu-
lar they are.  They always have some touching 
and moving message that really makes us think 
about others and families, especially through 
difficult times and how people come together 
during times like this.  This year, 2020, has defi-
nitely been one of those years hasn't it?  Well, 
one of Farringdon's ex-students, Jay Collins, has 
made an emotional family tribute of his own, in-
spired by the famous John Lewis adverts.  Jay’s 
grandfather, sadly passed away earlier this year 
and Jay’s video features his grandmother, Isa-
belle, receiving a MacBook for Christmas, which 
means that she can reunite and connect with her family after lockdown has separated them.  To watch Jay’s 
video search  YouTube for ‘John Lewis Christmas Advert 2020 Inspired | We'll Meet Again’ by JayCLife.   

See some stills from the video below. 

We are so proud of Jay and his success, he's an all-round amazing young man who now works also in the NHS 
as well as having his own videography business. He also tells us he has been working on a film about physical 
and mental health this year; he hosts his own podcast of Spotify/YouTube.  He is also working with a local 
business and charities. 

We’ve contacted Look North and Tyne Tees as  
we think this would make a great Covid positive  
story. Unfortunately neither have responded.  

Jay pictured here with his grandparents 
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Y10 and 11 Green pathways are doing a course in Creative and Media Skills. They do work with Ms Reay in Art; 

Mrs Bird in Media and also Mrs Wall, who is doing a technology-based unit – in this the students have created a 

wreath and some driftwood houses and Christmas Wreaths. These are pictured on this page. And the next.  

Getting Creative 
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Christmas Wreaths 
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In other Technology News Mrs Summerly has 
been making Christmas coasters with her Y8 stu-
dents. Don’t they look great? 
Mrs Summerly told us that the students planned 
their designs before  
making them.  
They are sealed so you 
can place a hot drink on 
them too—good for 
winter hot chocolates! 
Yum!  
We hope your parents 
loved your designs. 

Nissan Winner 

Making Coasters 

Congratulations to Emily Banks in Y8. Her wonder-
fully inventive work has won the Nissan and Sun-
derland Software City Electric Vehicle Challenge. 
Here she is with Miss Zalas who led the challenge 
in school. Well done, Emily- we’re very proud of 
you. 

Green Pathway Recycle Challenge 
 
Finally, Y10– Green Pathway student, Lewis Cowdell, told us how the 
group had been trialing a recycle bin for paper in their base, D13. 
Within just a few weeks they had filled 3 bags.  They want to talk 
about us making this something that we maybe do across the 
school—think about how much paper we throw away! 
Another thing they have been looking at is saving electricity and mak-
ing sure lights are switched off when there is no one in the room. 
They have made stickers for next to the lights. Again this is something 
they hope we might roll out across the school at a later date. Keep up 
the good work Y10 Green Pathway.  
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Y10 and 11 have been lucky enough to get back into the food tech rooms recently and 
they’ve been baking for Christmas … here are some of the results ... 

Y11 Festive Bakes 

Joke Corner  

How do you tempt a bear out of a cave? 

Camembert 

Did you hear about the fire in the cheese 
factory?  

All that was left was de brie 
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Joke Corner  

Baker why are these cakes 50p 
and that one's £1?  

That's madeira one! 

Why do cows have hooves?  

Because they lactose... 

Y10 Festive Bakes 



 

 

Mindfulness 

How to keep your mind happy and calm  
Mrs Cinnamond, HoH Laing, has been talking to us about some techniques on staying calm in difficult times. 

Change your focus – because ‘energy flows where attention goes’ simply put, if you focus on all the things that 
could go wrong, you’re NOT focusing on what could go right! And that is where you miss the trick.  

So how do we create focus?  Well, let’s think of the mind as like a Google search and just for fun let’s do a little 
exercise. Right now, DON’T think of a Red Balloon, do not allow the thought of a Red Balloon come into your 
mind at all. Not even a tiny Red Balloon or a Massive Red Balloon.  

Still got an image of Red Balloon.  Yep, most people do.  
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‘You have power over your mind, not out-
side events. Realise this, and you will find 

strength’   – Marcus Aurelius  

 

Thinking positively can manifest itself in several 
ways. Just in the same way thinking negatively 
can. It’s a superpower we naturally have it’s just 
most of  us don’t know that we can  control it.  

By that, I mean, control our own thoughts. If we 
think good we feel good. Right?  

Of course the two go hand in hand you can’t have 
one without the other. So, how do you do it, how 
can you actually control how you think and feel?  

Well, there are many way but the quickest and most 
effective way is to first change your focus . 

 

READ ON—CHANGING YOUR FOCUS ... 

 Ellie-Mae Stuart 



 

 

Change your focus – because ‘energy flows where attention goes’ simply put, if you focus on all the things 
that could go. You see our brains will process any information we give it, even the stuff that we don’t want. 
Our society in the UK is so used to thinking about all the stuff that we don’t want and we don’t spend half as 
much time talking or thinking about what we do want.  

I don’t know about you, but I was brought up with the, ‘You don’t ask, you get what you are given’, kind of 
attitude. Whilst that might have served a purpose for its time in the past it really doesn’t serve you any-
more. I prefer the term ‘If you don’t ask, you don’t get!’  What have you got to lose!  

The best way to get started on focusing on what you truly want is to think about it, I mean, really think 
about it and the best way to do that is to ask yourself some specific questions. Questions that will get you to 
the answers that are right for you. Not what other people think you should want or what you are told by ad-
vertisers what you want. I mean, what YOU as a unique individual truly wants.  

To get some clarity on what that is you need to ask yourself some serious questions, and some of those 
questions must include; 
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‘Yesterday is history  

Tomorrow is a mystery  

Today is the present and 
that is why it is called a gift.’ 

● What do you want? Or rather than what you don’t want – This may be obvi-
ous but for most it’s the hardest one. Count how many times you thought of 
everything you don’t want before you thought of what you do want!  

● What will you do, how can you start making progress towards your goal?  

● Be specific; what will you be doing, when will you be doing it, how will you be 
doing it, and what will it look like?  

● You also need to think about. How might achieving the outcome you want 
affect other aspects of your life, or other people?  

Remember don’t think of that Red balloon. Chose your own colour!  

 Ellie-Mae Stuart 

A positive though each morning can change your whole day.  

Try writing down 1-3 positive thoughts each morning.  

You’ll be amazed how different you feel.  
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 Ellie-Mae Stuart 

HOLLYWOOD MR E ? 
A huge well done Mr Embleton who is the official poster boy for Sunderland University’s advertising campaign to 
publicise one of their teacher training courses. He qualified at Sunderland to teach Geography and  the university 
approached him and asked him would he start in their video. Look below  for some screen shots. 

Join the News Team 
Like what you’re reading? 

Want to join the news team? 

We’re always looking for new members—contact Mrs 
Bird, Media or Ms Hughes, Librarian. 

To join you need to submit an article of approx. 200 
about something positive in Farringdon. It can be hand 
written or emailed. The next news days are in March, so 
your article needs to be submitted by February at the lat-
est so the team can look at them. 
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We asked Ms Leyson how they celebrate New Year in France. She told us—in France New Year's Eve is 
called la Saint-Sylvestre or la fête de la Saint- Sylvestre, named after the saint of the day – a pope from 314 
to 335 AD. It is traditionally celebrated with a special meal, Le Réveillon de Saint-Sylvestre which is usually 
served to last the entire evening until well past midnight. 
 
According to French tradition, a proper meal on New Year’s Eve will bring prosperity to the house. Dinner 
can range from a small affair with just a couple of friends and family to something on a much larger scale, 
although tradition dictates that the best of the best should be offered at the table to start the year as you 
mean to continue. Either way it can be followed by music and dancing and public firework displays are com-
mon. The meal itself can last for several hours with plenty of courses. 
 
When the guests arrive it is the custom to welcome them with appetizers and perhaps a glass of cham-
pagne or kir royale (pour a drop of Créme de Cassis in the bottom of a flute and fill with Champagne). A 
sample menu for the dinner on this special occasion might start with seafood – oysters are very popular, as 
is smoked salmon, followed by foie gras or pate en croute. The main course of beef, venison, veal or per-
haps duck and at least two side dishes of vegetables would usually be followed by a salad, the obligatory 
cheese course and finally a dessert, traditionally a Bûche de Noël (Christmas log). Of course all of this food 
would be washed down with plenty of good quality French wine and a glass of champagne to usher in the 
New Year. 

A French New Year 



This half term saw the reopening of our newly refurbished swimming pool.  Total Swimming ran by Olympian Ste-
ve Parry have heavily invested in our pool, the pool and the changing areas have been renovated, we are delight-
ed with the results.  It has been great to see our students back in action in the water.  Take a look at some of our 
classes during their PE lessons, we hope you like the new fresh look pool.    

FARRA NEWS JANUARY 2021 

The New Pool—looking good 



Exciting opportunity!  Launching in January 2021 The PE De-
partment are looking for Y9 students to apply to follow The 
Duke of Edinburgh Award.  The DofE is a life-changing experi-
ence. A fun time with friends. An opportunity to discover 
new interests and talents. A tool to develop essential skills 
for life and work. A recognised mark of achievement; re-
spected by employers.  There are four sections to complete.  
They involve helping the community/environment, becoming 
fitter, developing new skills, planning, training for and com-
pleting an expedition.  All Y9 students will be given more in-
formation and the opportunity to apply for a place.     

Have your say!  All students will complete a survey in January letting the PE De-
partment know what types of activities they would like to run both before and 
after school.  We are extremely excited to get our extra-curricular programme up 
and running, it will be great to see students getting active again!   
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Duke of Edinburgh 

Step Up! 
The staff were challenged to ‘step up’ before Christmas, how did they do? We’ll let you know in the next 
issue.   

https://www.dofe.org/do/sections/
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Y10 girls had a fantastic time in December embracing the national School Games Santa Dash and taking part 
in festive themed activities at the same time as other students throughout England. In addition to the run we 
also participated in some fun relay races and even threw a few cartwheels in!  A bright spot on a very cloudy 
and dull day. Well done girls.  

Santa Dash! 
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Badminton Challenge 
 
During the fortnight of 30th November and 
11th December we focused on Badminton- 
challenging students to take part in shots chal-
lenges and record their scores.  
 
Challenge 1: Tap Up Challenge 
The aim was for pupils to hit a shuttlecock re-
peatedly into the air as many times as they 
could. If the shuttlecock dropped on the floor, 
they had to start counting again from zero. 
 
Challenge 2: Shuttle Switch Challenge 
Students had to move the shuttlecock be-
tween 5 red and 5 blue cones as fast as possi-
ble.  
 
Challenge 3: Serve Challenge 
Students took it in turn serve 10 shuttlecocks 
aiming to hit the targets set at 1m, 1.5m and 
2m.  

See over for some photos 
of Y8 -> 
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This is what we did!  
The top 3 results were: 

Kaitlyn McNeil - 363 points 

Tanyth Ford - 225 points 

Grace Ritchie - 185 points 
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